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BASIC FREE KICK POSITION

Press Box

B

Referee: Starting position is in the middle of the field at team B's goal line. When players and 
officials are ready, after the sideline liaison is ready and once the back judge has reached the sideline 
after handing the ball to the kicker, sound your whistle and give the ready signal. Be alert for a 
touchback or a kick beyond the endline. You are responsible for the endline and goal line. You are 
responsible for knowing if team A had at least four players on both sides of the kicker.

Umpire: Starting position is on the sideline opposite the press box on team A’s restraining line. You 
are responsible for your sideline to team A’s endline.

Linesman: Staring position is on the sideline opposite the press box at team B’s goal line. You are 
responsible for your sideline to team B’s endline.

Side judge: Starting position is on the sideline opposite the press box on team B’s restraining line. 

Line judge: Starting position is on the sideline on the press box side at team B's goal line. You are 
responsible for your sideline to team B's endline. 

Field judge: Starting position is on the sideline on the press box side at team B’s restraining line. 
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FREE KICK COVERAGE
Ball Kicked Outside the Hashes

Press Box

Referee: Wind the clock when the ball is legally touched in the field of play, unless the ball is caught or 
recovered by a player who is legally down. The clock will start when the ball crosses the goal line after 
being first touched by the receivers in the end zone. Follow the play and observe action in front of the 
runner. Be alert for a handoff and a reverse. 

Umpire and Back judge: Watch illegal action on the kicker. If kick is to your side of the field, move to a 
spot between the numbers and the hashmark. Move downfield no more than 10 to 15 yards. Observe action 
mainly toward the center of the field, observing off-ball action. If kick is to opposite side, move to the 
hashmark. Move downfield no more than 10 to 15 yards. Observe action mainly toward the center of the 
field, observing off-ball action.

Linesman and line judge: Wind the clock when the ball is legally touched in the field of play, unless the 
ball is caught or recovered by a player who is legally down. The clock will start when the ball crosses the 
goal line after being first touched by the receivers in the end zone. When a player who is attempting to catch 
the ball is between the nine-yard marks and your sideline, take a position ahead of the receiver if possible. 
The referee will take the runner between the nine-yard marks. When the runner is outside the nine-yard 
marks, the official on that side will be responsible for the runner. Watch for illegal blocks. When you do not 
have the ball, take a position to observe action in your area ahead of the runner. When the linesman or line 
judge retreats to the pylon to cover a deep kick threatening the sideline, the official on the opposite side of 
the field should go forward. 

Side judge and Field judge: You must know if the ball was kicked into the ground before becoming 
airborne (surprise onside kick). Move no more than 10 to 15 yards toward team B’s goal line. That action 
will give better coverage in the critical area where contact occurs between the kicking and receiving team. 
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Press Box

FREE KICK COVERAGE
Ball Kicked to Middle of the Field

Referee: Wind the clock when the ball is legally touched in the field of play, unless the ball is 
caught or recovered by a player who is legally down. The clock will start when the ball crosses the 
goal line after being first touched by the receivers in the end zone. Follow the runner. Be alert for a 
hand off and a reverse. 

Umpire and back judge: Watch illegal action on the kicker. Move to the hashmark on your side. 
Move downfield no more than 10 to 15 yards. Observe action mainly toward the center of the field, 
observing off-ball action.

Linesman and line judge: Wind the clock when the ball is legally touched in the field of play, 
unless the ball is caught or recovered by a player who is legally down. The clock will start when the 
ball crosses the goal line after being first touched by the receivers in the end zone. Follow the 
runner. Watch for illegal blocks.

Side judge and field judge: You must know if the ball was kicked into the ground before 
becoming airborne (surprise onside kick). Move no more than 10 to 15 yards toward team B's goal 
line. That action will give better coverage in the critical area where contact occurs between the 
kicking and receiving team. 



Referee: Starting position is in the middle of the field at team B's goal line. When players and 
officials are ready, after the sideline liaison is ready and once the back judge has reached the sideline 
after handing the ball to the kicker, sound your whistle and give the ready signal. 

Umpire: Starting position is on the sideline opposite the press box on team A’s restraining line.

Linesman: Starting position is on the sideline opposite the press box, midway between the two 
restraining lines.

Side judge: Starting position is on the sideline opposite the press box on team B’s restraining line.

Line judge: Starting position is on the sideline on the press box side, midway between the two 
restraining lines.

Field judge: Starting position is on the sideline on the press box side at team B’s restraining line.

Back judge: After handing the ball to the kicker, starting position is on the sideline on the press box 
side at team A’s restraining line. 
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SHORT FREE KICK POSITION

B

Press Box


